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Welcome 

 

 Background 

St. Maryõs playgroup was founded in 1966 in St. Maryõs church 
hall and later moved to our present location at the Brotherhood 
Hall.  The hall is spacious and very well equipped with plenty of 
room for varied learning experiences and activities such as     
water and sand play, construction, table -top activities, plus a 
large home corner.  We are also fortunate to have a large      
outdoor play area for physical activity.  

In June 2006 St. Maryõs received a very good OFSTED report    
praising many aspects of the provision we offer.  

St. Maryõs and the Community 

We are a community group and we encourage visitors from local      
organisations such as the Police, Fire Service, Post Office, Road 
Safety, local schools and churches to come in and talk to the 
children. We also provide an Early Music session every other 
week and a  porting Minis session weekly for our older           
pre-school children. The children are taken on regular visits of 
interest within the local vicinity to the shops, cafes, library and 
local walks of interest.  In the summer term the children visit 
the Infant school several times, helping them to become familiar 
with their soon -to -be new surroundings.  Annual outings are also 
organised for the children in the summer term, such as a trip to 
a farm park.  

Our Aims  

1. To create a happy and secure environment in which your 
child can explore, play and learn.  

2. To promote consideration and respect for others.  

3. To improve and develop listening, language, mathematical,     
personal and social, physical and practical skills.  
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4. To improve your childõs ability to concentrate on a given 
 task.  

5. To help your child become socially aware and behave     
acceptably in a group setting.  

6. To encourage your child to understand, remember and 
obey  simple instructions.  

7. To encourage your child to become independent, e.g. to 
put on their own coat/shoes and use simple tools with  
confidence.  

Getting Ready for Pre - school 

Before your child starts playgroup, you are very welcome to 
visit St. Maryõs to see for yourself how the sessions are       
organised.  Please telephone the Manager on 01242 260080  
between 10am and 12 noon to arrange a mutually convenient 
time for your visit.  

We list below requirements for starting playgroup:  

Å The child will be no younger than 2 years 6 months. 

Å You are able to help on a parent rota duty for 1 

   session per term.  

Å Your child will need to bring in a pair of plimsolls or  

  slippers to wear indoors (these should be named).  

 

 Organisation  

Children can start playgroup when they are 2 years 6 months 
old.  The children are split into two groups: the younger children 
will be in Caterpillar  group and the older pre -school children in 
the Butterfly group. The Caterpillars will be allocated two  
sessions (Tuesday and Thursday) per week, and then, from the 
term after their third birthday they will be eligible to grant 
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education at St. Maryõs. Hours over and above will be charged 
to you at a rate of £2.35 per hour (as @ Jan 2008).   

The sessions are organised according to age and maturity.  
The sessions run from 9am till 12.15 on Monday morning, 
12.45pm till 3.15 on Monday afternoon, 9am till 12 noon on 
Tuesday and Thursday, and 9am till 12.50 on Wednesday and 
Friday.  On Wednesdays and Fridays the children are         
encouraged to bring a packed lunch.  

A healthy mid -morning snack is provided of fruit or         
vegetables, with a choice of milk or water.  Childrenõs birth-
days are always acknowledged by singing òHappy Birthdayó and 
giving a card and small treat.  If you would like to provide 
something special for that day it is welcomed but entirely  
optional. (Snack times are pleasant social occasions when children enjoy a 

variety of fruit and vegetables, and sit together. Ofsted report 2006)  

If you have younger children it is advised that you register 
them with our Manager, as the demand for places is usually 
high. 

 

 The staff are always on hand to discuss any worries you may 
have.  The sooner we can rectify the problem the happier we 
all are.  These discussions will remain strictly confidential.   
All children will be allocated a staff member as their own key 
worker enabling us to get to know your child individually much 
quicker.  You will see a list of key  workers on display in the 
entrance hall.  You will also receive termly newsletters and 
have access to the weekly plans and learning outcomes for the 
forthcoming term. These are also displayed in the entrance 
hall.  
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Medical Information  

Please fill in the form provided if your child has a medical condi-
tion requiring medication whilst at playgroup.  This will give us 
the authorisation needed to administer the medication.  

If you child suffers a bad cut or bruise you will be contacted  
immediately.  We keep a record of any accidents that occur 
within playgroup hours. You will be shown this and we need your 
signature against the information recorded.  This will establish 
that you have been made aware of how the accident happened, 
what treatment was needed and who dealt with it.  All staff    
receive ongoing St.  Johnõs Ambulance training.  

Health and Safety  

The playgroup provides a secure and safe environment for the 
children. Both doors are secured each morning and an adult will 
stand by the entrance door whilst children enter the premises.  
We practise the fire drill regularly and risk assessments are  
carried out frequently.  Staff receive ongoing health and safety 
and food hygiene training.   

Staffing  

At St. Maryõs we like to keep the adult to child ratio high; this 
means that if numbers are at full capacity (24 children) we will 
provide 4 members of staff with the additional assistance of 1 
parent helper.  Ratios should be 1 adult to 4 children under 3 
years and 1 adult to 8 children over 3 years.  All staff attend  
ongoing training sessions making sure the high standard of  
teaching is kept in place and well up -to -date within national   
standard guidelines set for the Early Years Foundation           
curriculum.  

(Childrenõs care is well supported by the calm atmosphere generated by the 

organised and caring staff and the good  quality leadership of the nursery edu-

cation ð Ofsted report 2006)  
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The Curriculum  

The playgroupõs educational programme can be divided into six areas 
of learning.  These are goals for the children to aim towards before 
they progress into Year 1 at Infant school (the Foundation Stage of 
learning):  

 

 Young children do not make a distinction between work and play:  
Supporting childrenõs learning through planned play activities involves 
planning for a range of possible learning outcomes which relate to the 
Early Years Foundation stage and 
the areas of learning within 
them.  We, as early years practi-
tioners, observe the children and 
take their lead and use what we 
know about each child to decide 
on the most appropriate way to 
support and extend that childõs 
development and learning.  

  

  1. Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

(This was recognised as one of our many strengths noted in our last 
OFSTED report)  

We encourage respect and co -operation towards everyone in all     
aspects of pre -school development.  The children are encouraged to 
show independence, make their own choices and show care and       
sensitivity towards the feelings of  
others.  Childrenõs birthdays are 
celebrated with a song and a small 
treat.   

The playgroup celebrates the main 
Christian festivals and a song of 
thanks is sung every session, usually 
before snack time.  
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2. Communication, Language and Literacy  

We encourage the children to speak within a group while the rest of 
the group listen and take account of their news (share and tell time is 
an important part of the morning session). This helps to promote    
self -confidence and good self -esteem.  We offer a wide variety of   
activities to aid the development of speaking and listening skills, such 
as books, rhyme, song, poetry and 
role play.  The children may also 
borrow books from playgroup on a 
weekly basis. The children work   
towards recognising letters by 
shape and sound. 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

3.  Creative Development  

Children are encouraged to express their creativity, imagination and 
how they are feeling through child -centred artwork, music and     
movement and creative play such as sand, water and dough.  We provide 
a varied selection of mixed media through which the children can     
explore texture, shape, and   colour and also a large well - equipped 
home corner and small world play 
such as farm animals, train set to 
encourage imagination and role 
play. On  alternate Mondays we 
have an Early Music session which 
involves a specialist visiting the 
group to encourage participation in 
singing, dance and playing musical 
instruments to explore sound and 
rhythm.  
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 4. Knowledge and Understanding of the World  

All children have the desire to know how and why things happen.  We 
strive to stimulate this desire by providing activities to enable them 
to explore the environment around them and the worlds in which they 
live.  Such activities will include growing seeds and bulbs, studying 
pond life, regular nature walks and cookery activities every week.  

 

 (The childrenõs knowledge and  

understanding of their immediate 

and wider world is very good . They 

taste a variety of foods from   

different countries, listen to music 

and play with resources which   

reflect positive images of         

different cultures and identities ð 

Ofsted inspection 2006)  

 

 5. Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy  

We focus on the childrenõs understanding of numbers and use of 
mathematical language (e.g. describing shape, position, size etc.)  
through games, rhymes, stories, craft activities and sand and water 
play. The children are encouraged to problem solve by counting  out 
enough bowls and beakers for 
each child at snack time and 
to recognise numbers when 
discussing the date each day.   

 

  

  

  

  


